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Abt. IX. — critical notices. 

1. — Glimpses of Europe: or, Notes drawn at Sight. By a Merchant. 
Cincinnati : Rickey, Mallory, & Co. 1859. pp. 355. 

A Cincinnati merchant, Mr. Robert Hosea, here appears as an au- 
thor, and adds one to the not insignificant number of books of European 
travel. His work is graphic and amusing, and was published not so 
much with the view of instructing the people at large, as of entertain- 
ing an unusually wide circle of personal friends. This, his well-known 
purpose, he has admirably fulfilled, and while his book makes no pre- 
tensions to scholarship, it indicates no small measure of both wit and 
wisdom. 



2. — Peasant Life in Germany. By Miss Anna C Johnson. New 
York: Charles Scribner. 1858. pp.430. 

This is a thorough, trustworthy, and entertaining book. From our 
own observation of the cottage life of Germany, we can corroborate the 
fidelity of Miss Johnson's researches. She went to that country, hav- 
ing it her main purpose to qualify herself to write a book on its peas- 
antry, acquired the language, was admitted to all places, and has given 
a graphic account of what she saw and learned, with sage reflections on 
the principles, true and false, on which society and government rest. 
The author has a fine philosophical spirit, and discriminates well. She 
has given to the world a book which will please all readers. The his- 
torical reminiscences are appropriate and well told ; the reasonings and 
reflections are sound and judicious, while the narrative is well sustained, 
and abounds in shrewd remark and playful humor. 



3. — Morality and the State. By Simeon Nash. Columbus : Follett, 
Foster, & Co. 1859. pp. 442. 

Judge Nash, of Ohio, here records the thoughts of twenty-five years 
on the speculative and practical relations of man to God. A two hours' 
conversation with the author had prepared us to find this book an em- 
bodiment of valuable thought. Our perusal of it confirms our antici- 
pation. The author has given to the thinkers of the country a work of 
singular merit, calm, clear, and earnest. It is based on the joint testi- 
mony of consciousness and revelation. The spiritual wants of man are 
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shown to have their complement in the Christian religion. The book is 
equally removed from dogmatism and from laxness, and while the au- 
thor announces the latest results of what may be called New England 
theology, his discourse is so free from cant and one-sidedness that men 
of all schools will read him with pleasure. The most striking excel- 
lence of the work is the clearness with which it states rudimentary 
facts ; for the author justly maintains that much of the quarrelling about 
principles in the world might be forestalled by this mode of procedure. 
The author's chief aim is to show how, through Christianity, the attri- 
butes of God are wrought into the conscience and the life of the indi- 
vidual, society, and the state. 

The style of the work is clear, but entirely devoid of ornament. It 
has the nervous energy which a man of mind may always command 
when his heart gives law to the pen. Judge Nash has evidently writ- 
ten and published this book to do good, and this purpose is manifest on 
every page. 

4. — Eric, or Little by Little. A Tale of Roslyn School. By Fbed- 
ekic W. Fakkar, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. New 
York : Rudd and Carleton. 1859. pp. 366. 

This is a sad story of boyish experience at an English school ; sad 
not only from the pathos of many of its incidents, but from the picture 
it presents of moral peril to the young in the system of education it de- 
scribes. If the English schools are what they are said to be in the 
books concerning them, they need reformation in many important par- 
ticulars. If the youth of England are the young brutes our author 
represents them as being, the lad who is taken from the care of a ten- 
der and pious mother, and sent among them, is exposed to an ordeal 
from which many a man, full grown in principle, might well shrink. 
Placed in a tumultuous community, where obedience and study are 
deemed " muffish," and reckless mischief passes for " pluck,'' a high- 
spirited, impulsive boy needs aid from without to bear up against the 
temptations which assail him. And we cannot but feel that our young 
Eric's intermittent, but earnest efforts to redeem himself, and to assert 
his original manliness, should meet with better success. Their utter 
futility almost brings the reader to the poor boy's own conclusion, that 
some fiend is pursuing him, and he " must go to the bad," whether or 
no. The story is told with spirit, and the contrasts of character are 
well drawn. In the desire to present a powerful warning to boys to 
beware of small beginnings in evil, the author has, perhaps involunta- 
rily, intensified his illustrations beyond the strict limits of probability. 
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